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his authority over the Konkan and over the Desh from the
river to the Chandore hills, and the Moghul Emperor had to send
an army of 25,000 men to dislodge Shahaji from place to place.
The struggle was maintained for four years, 1632-1636, but the
odds were too great, and Shahaji had to yield at last before the
superior forces of Shahajahan, and with the Emperor's consent,
entered into the service of the Bijapur kings in 1637.
The Ahmednagar territories thus conquered were formed into
a new Subha of Aurangabad, and embraced parts of Nasik and
Khandesh, the whole of the Berars, and a part of Northern Konkan.
The remaining portions of the kingdoms especially the country
between the Bhima and the Nira fell to the share of the Bijapur
kings. The Moghuls now turned their arms against the Adilshahi
rulers of Bijapur who had helped them in the destruction of
Ahmednagar. The first formal treaty between the two powers
was formed in 1601, and the friendship was cemented by a
marriage alliance. These were only temporary obstacles in the
way. Ibrahim Adilshah, the greatest of the Bijapur monarchs,
died in 1626, and his successor Mahmed Adilshah had to defend
his city against the armies of the Moghuls, who laid seige in 1631,
and again in 1636, till at last he had to make peace with the
Moghuls. He agreed to pay twenty lacs as tribute to the Delhi
Emperor and to give up Shahaji, who was still supporting the
desperate cause of the Nizamshahi kings. Shahaji soon after
entered the Bijapur service and was sent to the Karnatik, where
he made important conquests and carved out a kingdom in the
Kaveri valley for one of his sons. The Mahomedan principalities
of Berar and Bedar had already been dismembered and their
territories absorbed in the kingdoms of Bijapur and Ahmednagar.
Golconda alone remained nominally independent, but it saved
itself this time by consenting to pay tribute to Shahajahan. The
Moghuls levied a heavy war-tribute which the ruler was wholly
unable to pay, but he had to submit to it, as his capital, Hyderabad,
had been taken by surprise by Shahajahan's son, Aurangzeb, and
he was shut up in the fort of Golconda.
The Portuguese power also, which was so formidable in the
sixteenth century, had spent itself, and was now acting on the
defensive on the coast line of the Konkan, while the English
Company had just established a factory at Surat and commanded
no political importance.
The predominant factor in the political situation about the
time that Shivaji was born and during the period of his bovhood
was thus the advance of the Moghul arms in the South. The Deccan
powers had been unable to make head against the overwhelming